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By LAUREN MYLO

Villager Staff Writer


WILTON --Despite sponsoring everything from the annual post graduation party and Youth to Youth programs in the schools to forums at the Wilton Library, the Wilton Youth Council still may not be a household name, and organizers are looking to change that.

Next weekend, the Wilton Youth Council (WYC) will host the Ski, Skate and Board sale previously hosted by the Wilton PTA Council, and Vice-President Stacia Howard and Marketing Co-Chair Joanna Copley said they hope it raises a lot of their funding for the year as well as helps more people recognize who they are.

"It's not only to raise funds but to raise awareness of us," said Copley. "There are so many good organizations in town."

The WYC was formed in the 1980s in response to a student survey that revealed underage drinking was a larger problem than adults realized. The organization now focuses on reducing substance abuse as well as underage drinking and oversees the Underage Drinking Task Force, which includes students, parents, members of the Wilton police force and representatives from many other town organizations, such as MADD, the United Way, the League of Women Voters and the Wilton Chamber of Commerce.

"We all work together because we're all aiming for the same result in the end," said Copley.

In 2007, another survey was done, and it revealed parents were tending to underestimate the use of tobacco and alcohol by their children, and Parent Connection and the Father's Forum were formed.

Copley said the WYC, which is run by president Nan Merolla, needs about $40,000 a year to run all of its programs, which range from overseeing all Wilton High School (WHS) class projects to the Parents Connection organization, to the Youth to Youth (Y2Y) and PeerConnection programs in Middlebrook and WHS.

"The bulk of our fundraising is going towards keeping these programs going," said Copley. "What we're doing is trying to educate youth, parents and the community as a whole."

Copley said the organization doesn't receive any federal or local funding and doesn't often do fundraisers because, with large ones, "you end up spending before people come in the door." She and Howard said they've asked local businesses to support their causes so that WYC is by default supporting them. Events Party and Tent Rental in Georgetown gave them a generous discount on their tent for next week's sale.

Copley said the organization has reduced -- not highly, but significantly -- substance abuse in town through programs like Y2Y, which lets teens talk to teens about problems or potential problems; and PeerConnection, which teaches youth to be mentors so that they themselves and those they help can make good choices and not use, abuse or drink.

The two programs are curriculum based, and WHS contributes funding for PeerVention, the high school continuation of PeerConnection.

The sale will take place Friday, Oct. 16, from 3 to 9 p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., "Under the Tent" on the corner of Rt. 7 and School Road. It's billed as a "pre-season sale with end-of-season pricing."

For more information about the Wilton Youth Council or next week's fundraiser, visit the WYC Web site at www.wiltonyouth.org.

