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Information memo on liquor store permits in Wilton

Position Statement:

The Task Force on Underage Drinking has no position as it relates to permitting the passage of ordinances in the Town of Wilton regarding the allowance of the sale of liquor/wine/beer to the general public. That is a decision left entirely to the voters of Wilton.

What we do emphasize is that, as is with any decision with consequences, the public be informed of all relevant information, so that the final decision is an informed one by the voters of Wilton. 

Facts for review:

PERMITS:

The CT statutes that govern the sale of alcohol in stores define two types of permits to sell alcohol. One is for package stores (what we all commonly refer to as retail liquor stores and of which sales are exclusive to alcoholic liquor with minor exceptions)  and the other is for grocery stores, which is defined as any store commonly known as a supermarket, food store, grocery store, or delicatessen. 

As per CT statutes, the numbers of package store permits that may be issued in any Town are a direct result of its population census, which is, one permit for every 2,500 residents. In the case of Wilton, based upon the most recent census of 17,633, Wilton would be eligible for seven (7) package store permits. The voting population can not alter or limit this number. If voters approve retail liquor stores, then seven is the number of stores that are allowed in Town.
Package stores are allowed to conduct tastings on their premises.

Package stores are allowed to make home deliveries of alcoholic liquor.

Package stores are allowed to sell a limited number of other commodities, including cigarettes.

Grocery permits are not limited to population or any other formula. They are based upon the number of grocery stores that qualify, under the stated definition of a grocery store, and of course, the approval of the respective applicant. Grocery permits are for retail sale of only beer, which can be sold to customers by employees of the store as young as 15 years of age.
Permits would be transferable, again, subject to state approval for any existing locations in Town.  
COMPLIANCE CHECKS:  
Compliance checks are an enforcement tool used by police to identify those retailers in a community who would sell alcoholic liquor to minors. It is a widely accepted tool by the courts and does not constitute entrapment. These operations are in no way an effort to trick or entice establishments to sell to minors.

Ideally, minors are checked at the beginning and at the end of the operation to verify that the ID presented is appropriate and no other ID is carried. The minors are not to misrepresent their age either verbally or by documentation. The minors are not allowed to argue, entice or induce the retail employee into selling alcohol. The police department will provide the evidence monies for purchase and will defer any arrest with permit violators facing administrative action with the Liquor Control Commission. Police will also photograph all minors for the operation to depict how they looked on the day of the operation.
Currently there are 17 restaurant permits in Wilton.

If Wilton were to have seven package stores and four grocery store permits, which would entail 25-30 compliance checks for all permits. Ideally, a police department would conduct 2 to 3 such operations annually.
Each compliance check operation would take approximately 8 hours. With a minimum of two officers for each operation, that would be 16 man hours per operation or 32 to 48 hours annually.

For your further review, attached to this memo are copies of the relevant CT statutes regarding issuance of package and grocery store permits. 
